Two-clamp method to avoid portal anastomotic stenosis in liver transplantation.
We developed a two-clamp technique to avoid stenoses in portal anastomoses during liver transplantation. A portal anastomosis is created with a continuous polypropylene suture. A second vascular clamp is placed on the donor portal vein before release of the recipient vein clamp. After release of the proximal clamp, the vein is allowed to distend to its maximal diameter, and the suture is gently tied. This technique was used in both portal and arterial anastomoses in 43 consecutive liver transplant recipients. No cases of postoperative stenosis or thrombosis were observed.